Uncommon Psychiatric Syndromes
Delusional Misinterpretation
Capgras delusion
• described by Capgras and Reboul-Lachaux in 1923 • they called it l'illusion des sosies (illusion of doubles)
• also associated with Levy-Valensi
Clinical features
• the patient believes that a person closely related to him has been replaced by a double • he accepts the resemblance, but believes they are different people • more common in women • can occur with inanimate objects Aetiology • associated with:
• schizophrenia (when it is based on a delusional percept) 
• the subject, usually a women, believes that an exalted person is in love with her • the supposed lover is usually inaccessible • the subject is convinced that the 'object' is more in love than she, and that the object cannot be a complete person without them • they believe that the supposed lover is unable to reveal their true feelings, has indirect conversations with her, and has to behave in a paradoxical and contradictory way • some patients turn from a delusion of love to a delusion of persecution, becoming abusive and making public complaints about the 'object' • de Clérambault originally described two phases -hope followed by resentment
Aetiology
• if 'pure' form, may be a projection of denied, narcissistic self-love
Othello syndrome ('morbid jealousy')
Clinical features • delusion of infidelity on part of the sexual partner • normal phenomena are interpreted to fit in with this conviction • desire to find proof, and to extract confession • may lead to severe aggression and murder
Aetiology and associations
• may be a projection of own desires for infidelity, or of repressed homosexuality, or a result of own feelings of inadequacy • may be associated with alcoholism (in a jealous, insecure personality) 
Ganser's syndrome
Clinical features 1. approximate answers (vorbeireden), i.e. absurdly wrong but almost correct answers (e.g. 'a horse has five legs'), which are inconsistent 2. may also be hysterical conversion symptoms (e.g. ataxia) 3. pseudohallucinations or even hallucinations 4. changeable clouding of consciousness 5. subsequent amnesia • a rare disorder in which catatonic symptoms recurred in phases • he also found changes in nitrogen balance and believed there were changes in thyroid function which could be treated by thyroxine • the condition, if it exists, is exceedingly rare
